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Greetings to all, 
 Dale Bradford called me one day last July to inform me he was sending some issues of the 
“Lens” magazine he had received from Judith Whipple. Her mom and dad, Plummer and Dorothy 
Whipple, were the reporters, photographers, editors and publishers of this magazine. They covered 
social events, family events and business activities in and around the little village of Rochester. 

Dale stated that, if he should pass on, they would just get thrown away and he wanted old 
Rochester residents to have access to their content. By all means, I fully agree with him. When I 
received them and finally opened them I could not put them down. These issues covered the 
period from June 1947 to December 1949. The advertising by the local businesses you will 
recognize immediately and is a story within itself. This was a time period when all my senses were 
beginning to awaken to the world around me and these magazines are dynamite, clearly recalling 
old memories and experiences of those magnificent years. 

I have scanned some of them and am working on the rest. I plan to send one issue each 
month until they have been shared with everyone who wishes to receive them. I expect many of 
you may wish to forward them on to others in your contact list. Please feel free to do so. If you 
have names you want to be added to my mail list, send them to me and I will include them on the 
balance of my mailings of these issues. 

I hope you find these pages as interesting as I have. I have attached Dale’s note to me as 
well in case anyone may be interested in the series of events that led to this amazing historical 
find. 
 
Sincere regards to you all, 
 
Duane 
 
P.S. If you choose to print these to have and read and share in hard copy format and you are 
concerned about saving your color printer ink, you may wish to print them in black only as the 
covers are color, not any photography, just the covers, and will draw a lot of color ink 
unnecessarily. 
 



Hello, Duane 
  
About 10 years ago I moved from Escondido, California to Green Valley, 
Arizona.  Someone had told me that Judith Whipple was living in Green Valley. 
As you know, Judith graduated from Rochester High in the class of 1951.  I found 
her listed in the Green Valley phone book and gave her a call.  We got together 
for a few visits and she found that I was very enthused about good old Rochester 
and told me about her parents who were the owners/publishers/writers/ 
photographers/editors of the Lens Magazine.  Judith had quite a few copies of 
old issues of the magazine and very generously gave some of them to me. 
 
I have enjoyed them for the past ten years and decided to pass them on to you 
before I pass on myself.  
 
As I understand it, Judith's parents moved to Green Valley after he became a 
minister.  He was pastor of a church there.  The Purdy’s, who owned Purdy’s 
Drug Store had previously retired in Green Valley.  The Purdy’s and the 
Whipple’s were friends in Rochester.  Judith inherited her parents property when 
they passed away.  I assume the old issues of The Lens were included.  Judith 
told me that she had donated copies to The Rochester Historical Society. The 
ones she gave me were extras and apparently she had more copies which she 
retained.   
  
I think Judith worked for Sunset Magazine in San Francisco, so I guess the 
magazine business was in her blood.  She also told me that she worked for 
the Arizona Daily Star, Tucson’s newspaper.   Dale 
 
























































